STATEMENT TO BE MADE BY THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, SPORT
AND CULTURE
ON TUESDAY 1st MARCH 2011

On Wednesday last week the Jersey Evening Posisezlevhat was effectively a league table of
the GCSE results in Jersey schools complied byndividual using a large amount of data
provide to him by my department.

| had previously chosen not to do this becaus@efisks involved of using narrow statistics out
of context. Exactly as predicted - and as a diresiult of this reckless, selective use of
percentages - considerable concern has been caosaty parents, staff and pupils at the four
States secondary schools. They have been stigohatigarecisely the way my policy sought to

avoid.

It is now essential that Members have the facts.

| have already explained why it is wrong to usermaracademic criteria to judge our schools.
But | think the points bear repeating. Jersey hasrg different education system to that of the
UK, designed to meet the educational needs ofndlividuals regardless of ability or social
background.

Ours is a highly selective system but overall dudents still perform above the UK average. If
the percentage for some schools is higher tharatkeage then simple maths tells you that, to
balance out the numbers, there must be schools¢bet below the average.

| repeat that overall the same proportion of owrngppeople achieve the top academic milestones
as in the UK — they are just spread unevenly acoossschools. Some people, however, have
deliberately chosen to ignore this fact. They dourmerstand the significant negative impact of

what they have done.

The States education system has been requiredust ad demands placed on it by the States,
parents and perhaps more importantly the pupitaimcare.

This is especially the case for our four 11-16 &tagdchools. These schools face significant
challenges. Not only are they required to deliveraaademic curriculum for the most able but
they are equally expected to support students whonare suited to vocational training and those
with additional needs.

These schools consistently provide the foundatiohsn academic education which allows
students to access Hautlieu at 14 or 16 dependethied ability.

These schools are not failing and to those wharctaey are, | say where is your proof? Do you
have evidence that compares like-for-like in a &id honest way? These schools are performing
well and meeting the challenges set by our cursetective education system. We know this
because we monitor our schools more closely thaadas are monitored in the UK. We are not
complacent and know that there is always roomrfqurovement.

We want standards to improve. However, we do nppst the ‘name and shame’ culture that is
being promoted by some individuals. Parents ne&ddav what's happening in our schools — but



in a meaningful way. Information is already avaiéaht each school and head teachers are more
than willing to help parents make an informed chawer the schooling that best suits their child.

| want to be able to publicly recognise the perfance of each school and my department has
been working on a new system of measurements tlataliieve this. Working with experienced
educationalists we are piloting a scheme that wdlinpare results based on the amount of
progress each pupil has made. This will be a farenmeeaningful indicator of how our schools
are performing.

It is right that there should be an open and hodelate on the future provision of education on
the Island and since | became Minister a numbeewditws have been undertaken to inform that
debate. These reviews are now complete and a Grapar will be issued in April to allow
everyone the opportunity to have their say. This i@en my intention from the start, and it is a
commitment | aim to keep.

| want to assure members and the public that theatihn provided on the Island is good and we
have much to be proud of. Teachers in our schaelsvall qualified with a wide range of skills
and experience, fully committed to improving tharléng experiences of the students in their
care.

So, is it wrong to celebrate the achievements lolsknd students? Absolutely not and | will
continue to do so.

In the education service, we do not just pay lifvise to the idea that we value everyone in our
society — we genuinely, actively do. To achieves thequires a degree of sensitivity and
understanding that has been lacking in the deb&@ast week.

The Green Paper on education will be published shoytly.

This will be the opportunity for the public of Jeysto have their say on this and many other
aspects of education, as part of an informed detmatthe future of our service. Whatever the
views of States members, members of the publibetdaching professions, | will want to know
what you think. | want to be part of a communitgitthalues the contribution of all individuals to
our Island’s prosperity, regardless of ability.

Working closely with the schools, my aim and thathe department will do all we can to make
sure that each individual is provided with the bpessible education for them to make a
constructive contribution to the Island’s economyl &ve fulfilled lives.

| sincerely hope that members share this view.



5.  The Minister for Education, Sport and Culture - statement regarding Jersey
examination results

5.1 Deputy J.G. Reed of St. Ouen (The Minister forEducation, Sport and
Culture):

On Wednesday last week tbersey Evening Post released what was effectively a league table of
G.C.S.E. (General Certificate of Secondary Edunatiesults in Jersey schools, compiled by an
individual using a large amount of data providechim by my department. | had previously
chosen not to do this because of the risks involykedsing narrow statistics out of context.
Exactly as predicted, and as a direct result of ttdckless, selective use of percentages,
considerable concern has been caused among paseftsaand pupils at the 4 States secondary
schools. They have been stigmatised in precisglyay my policy sought to avoid. It is now
essential that Members have the facts. | havadrexplained why it is wrong to use narrow
academic criteria to judge our schools, but | thiné point bears repeating. Jersey has a very
different education system to that of the U.K. deed to meet the educational needs of all
individuals regardless of ability or social backgnd. Ours is a highly selective system, but
overall our students still perform above the U.Kerage. If the percentage for some schools is
higher than the average, then simple maths telltigatito balance out the numbers there must be
schools that score below that average. | repedtdberall the same proportion of our young
people achieve the top academic milestones a®itVik. They are just spread unevenly across
our schools. Some people however have deliberatedgen to ignore this fact. They do not
understand the significant negative impact of vithay have done. The States education system
has been required to adjust to demands placed by the States, parents and perhaps more
importantly the pupils in our care. This is espHgithe case for our 4 11-to-16 state schools.
These schools face significant challenges. Noy ané they required to deliver an academic
curriculum for the most able, but they are equabpected to support students who are more
suited to vocational training and those with addisil needs. These schools consistently provide
the foundations of an academic education whichwatudents to access Hautlieu at 14 or 16
dependent on their ability. These schools arefailihg, and to those who claim they are | say:
“Where is your proof? Do you have evidence thahpares like for like in a fair and honest
way?” These schools are performing well and mgdtie challenges set by our current selective
education system. We know this because we moaitoischools more closely than schools are
monitored in the U.K. We are not complacent andvkrthat there is always room for
improvement. We want standards to improve. Howexgeedo not support the name and shame
culture that is being promoted by some. Parergd ne know what is happening in our schools,
but in a meaningful way. Information is alreadyiable at each school, and head teachers are
more than willing to help parents make an informkdice over the schooling that best suits their
child. | want to be able to publicly recognise peformance of each school, and my department
has been working on a new system of measuremeatswiti achieve this. Working with
experienced educationalists we are piloting a sehémat will compare results based on the
amount of progress each pupil has made. Thisbeilh far more meaningful indicator of how our
schools are performing across the Island. It ghtrihat there should be an open and honest
debate on the future provision of education onls¢tend, and since | became Minister a number
of major reviews have been undertaken to help infthat debate. These reviews are now
complete and a Green Paper will be issued in Aprillow everyone the opportunity to have
their say. This has been my intention from thet stad it is a commitment | aim to keep. | want
to assure Members and the public that the educptiovided on the Island is good and we have
much to be proud of. Teachers in our schools ai qualified with a wide range of skills and
experience, fully committed to improving the leagniexperiences of the students in their care.
So, is it wrong to celebrate the achievements lofsknd students? Absolutely not; and | will



continue to do so. In the Education Service wendbjust pay lip service to the idea that we
value everyone in our society. We genuinely, &tyivlo. To achieve this requires a degree of
sensitivity and understanding that so far has legking in the debate this past week. The Green
Paper on Education will be published shortly. Thi be the opportunity for the public of
Jersey to have their say on this and many othexcéspf education as part of an informed debate
on the future of our service. Whatever the vielvStates Members, members of the public or
the teaching professions, | will want to know wiati think. | want to be part of a community
that values the contribution of all individuals ¢arr Island’s prosperity regardless of ability.
Working closely with the schools, my aim, and tbithe department, will be to do all we can to
make sure that each individual is provided with lblest possible education for them to make a
constructive contribution to the Island’s econonmg dive fulfilled lives. | sincerely hope that
Members share this viewWApprobation]

The Bailiff:
Now 10 minutes of questions.
5.1.1 Senator J.L. Perchard:

It is true that the 4 state secondary schools stitint fewer academic students due to the 41 per
cent the Minister mentioned the other day in hageshent attending fee-paying schools, and at 14
years the transfer of approximately 15 per cemtodlents to Hautlieu. That said, my question is
about the comparative performance of the 4 stat@ads who all operate within the same
guidelines. Thanks to thiersey Evening Post, we know that Les Quennevais students obtain 38
per cent.

The Bailiff:
Concisely, please.
Senator J.L. Perchard:

With respect, it is the core of students achieviagtar to C grades at G.C.S.E. including maths
and English. Grainville students on the other hactideved 18.3 per cent under the same criteria.
The Minister asks in his statement where is thefptisat any schools are failing. | say to the
Minister, the proof is contained within his own npwblished results.

The Bailiff:
What is the question?
Senator J.L. Perchard:

So | ask how does the Minister explain the hugéedihtial and why does he believe that
covering up such a differential is in the publiteirest?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

As | just explained to the Senator and others, radeténg and understanding the data that is
provided from each school and recognising the whffechallenges that they face requires some
thought and knowledge. That knowledge will coméhi® Senator and others if they accept my
invitation, which | am considering offering to hito come and talk to my officers at the
department to find out the facts, rather than cgmto the unsubstantiated conclusions
[Approbation] that he chooses to make on a regular basis. 8w#y, as a final, they are not
my results that | produced. They are not my leatpi#es; they are tables created by an
individual who is not either involved in education the Island or as an educationalist.

[12:15]



5.1.2 Deputy M. Tadier:

While | share many of the concerns of the Ministed reservations about the meaningfulness of
these statistics and also the unintended consegsi¢hat these statistics may bring about, does
the Minister accept that over the years his departnmas been putting itself in a vulnerable
position making a rod for its own back in the fdwt the statistics are published for the selective
schools; and year on year we are told that thelseots are doing so well, we have got 95 per
cent pass rates. Hardly surprising for acadenticget pass rates, but while holding back the
exam results for the States schools. Does theskdinaccept that that is a valid criticism andg it i
understandable that the public would be frustratatie perceived double standards?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

| do not believe that the public are frustratechity shape or form, though the one thing that | do
know, and the contact that | have had with pareistthat they are extremely frustrated by
individuals who choose to select-out a particularug of schools that are providing education
and good education to our children. With regahds@eputy’s comments, | would refer him to, |
think it was an extract from the Education and Ho#fiiairs Scrutiny Panel Report on School
Suspensions, where on page 78 of 88 - and thisd®bthe comments that they make, not myself
- it speaks about the issue of league tables ahmseg the course of the Sub-Panel’s review, and
the comment made by the panel was: “It was unarsigdaelieved that league tables would have
a negative impact on the Island’'s secondary edutaystem. Ultimately league tables could
deter some parents from sending their childrerettai schools. This would then have an even
greater impact on the school.” Those are not mgdaiahey come from the Scrutiny Panel that
the Deputy is part of.

5.1.3 Deputy M. Tadier:

So a very quick question. | stand by those comseBut the question which the Minister has
not answered is why your statistics released foraoe schools, the selective schools, are not
released for the States schools?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

We provide once a year an overall view of how @larid’s children are performing. That is the
policy of the department, and that is the policgtthcurrently operate. It is true that we need,
and we recognise, the importance of demonstratiagftfectiveness of each of our schools. As |
said in my statement, we are working towards tde are developing measurements that we can
properly show and give the confidence that, whether States Members or the public, require
about our schools. If we are going to make chatgesir educational system then we need to do
that as part of a process and a debate which eiithtluded in the Green Paper.

Deputy M. Tadier:
If the Minister does not want to answer the questigimply say so, but do not filibuster.

5.1.4 Connétable A.S. Crowcroft of St. Helier:

The Minister uses the word “reckless”, which seemse very strong. Does he not agree that
we as local parents and taxpayers have the rigknide how our education system is performing
in comparison with the U.K., given that many of ahildren will either be going to university
there or indeed seeking jobs there?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

| would like to just remind the Constable that veepitovide that information. That information is
readily available if anyone chooses to visit argtdss with the schools that they are choosing to



send their children to. Therefore it is not a caBehoosing to be secretive. It is just that you
cannot just focus on one narrow selective measuremedetermining the performance of the
educational value of the schogApprobation]

5.1.5 Deputy J.M. Macgon:

How apt. In the figures released, are N.V.Q.s ifwa Vocational Qualification) and possibly
B-Tech qualifications included, and if not, doeg tMlinister agree that when analysing our
secondary schools, the range of qualifications st be gained by individuals must be
considered and not just G.C.S.E.s alone?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

| thank the Deputy for an opportunity to deal witiis matter. A to C is a figure that has been
chosen within the U.K. We have in our 4 secondahools a range of youngsters ranging from
85 per cent to 96 per cent of all youngsters in blrto 16 schools that take G.C.S.E.s and
achieve 5 A-star to G passes or more in G.C.S.Elsat is 85 per cent of our youngsters are
successful in achieving 5 or more G.C.S.E.s abuardifferent grades.

5.1.6 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

| am so excited there. Wise parents certainly egedve to know facts. Does the Minister agree
that wide improvements must be made rather thactieheering? It is important that some
Members understand that to give a true picture rafividual schools, a school with a
demographic like Grainville, for instance, reallgey need to have the results taken into
consideration of those young people who transfddaatlieu and do very well. That gives the
true picture.

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

We have a very selective education system whichybedy seems to choose to ignore at times.
But it is the case, and it is developed over agoedf time. We do have to be aware of the
challenges that each school faces. It is notgheut catchment areas. It is about the number of
individuals that we require the schools to provicle We have a full and total social inclusion
policy that has been supported and currently isdaiupported by my department, and this
Assembly that requires our 11 to 16s schools twigeofor youngsters for whom English is not a
first language, and those with additional needast lyear for instance, there were 30 youngsters
that arrived on our Island from non-English spegkiamilies who were required to be placed
within 2 of our 11 to 16 schools, because our resiity is to provide education to all.

Deputy T.M. Pitman:

Is it possible to have a supplementary to that?
The Greffier of the States (in the Chair):

Very briefly; time is running out.

5.1.7 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

The Minister mentioned inclusion. Is it not thesedhat in the U.K. permanent exclusion rose as
a result of basic league tables being appliedtods?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

Absolutely. We do not have permanent exclusioe hand also | would just like to point out that
in England, 12,000 children are missing from thecadion system and there are individuals that
suggest that we should design and compare our magtifetheirs.



